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HE "OE Bae againſt the Bio 
Sarum 's Expoſition of the 39 Articles, are ſu 
arily comptiſed by Dr. 2 Edwards, i in \ his 5 
Free Diſcourſe concerning Truth and Error, P. 24.4, & 223% 
What the Doctor chere faith, amounts to the follows, 
Ing Particulars. ' | 
I. The Author of the late Es ſcion of the 39 ; Articles 
repreſents the Articles of our Church as being a Naa 
7 Wes : And chus ihe ＋ rn of the gs is "hy 
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the Clouts For mh there is only Ambiguity and 


© Uncertainty, there is no Truth. The Expoſition is then 
ſceptical and hovering, and really no Expoſition at all. 


II. According to that way of Expounding the. Ar- 
ticles, Unit arians and Papiſfts may interpret the Arti- 
cles in a ſenſe conſiſtent with their Errors. 


III. Equivecating is, by that Expoſition, neceſſarily 


allow'd of and Juſtified. 


IV. The Expoſitor's way of dealing with the Arti- 
cles ſeems to be a very leyere . on our firſt 


Reformer. 
V. A double Acception of our Artieles cannot be 


b reconciled with avoiding all Ambiguities, which the : 


Canons expreſly require of Subſcribers. Can. 36. 


VI. If the Expreſſions of the Articles be equivocal 


a0 doubtful, it cannot be ſaid, as it is in the Title pre- 
fixt before them, that they were agreed upon, Fer the 
avboiding of Diverſities of Opinions. 

VII. The Doctrines of the Church, ought to be the 
 Dortrine of the Clergy. 

Il ſhall conſider theſe ſeveral Points with all the 
exactneſs and brevity I can. It is ſaid, 3 


J. The Articles, according to the Biſhop's Expoſiti tion, are 


repreſented ( pliable to any ſide) like a No ſe of TOR. &c. 
Now it may be obſerved, 


( 1.) Tb can be pretended but of very fes, but not f | 


all the Articles. Of the third, for inſtance, which is 
of Chriſt's Deſcent into Hell, and of the Seventeenth 
which is concerning Predeſtination and Election, it may 


be ſaid that their Senſe is left in ſome. meaſure unde. 
termin d. Neither is the Manner of the Trinity de- 
cided, (or How three Perſons are one God) nor in- 


deed wWas it ever fixed by any human Authority. 


Bur, for Example, that a Trinity « to be believed to be 


in the ber! of the Divine Nature; that God is ever- 
laſting, wi! 


5 all 5 - that the BY 4. Ged was (after an incom = 
— prehen- 


out Body, Parts, or Paſſions, has infinite Power, . 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, and u the Maker and Preſerver of 
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prehenſible Manner) incarnate; that Cris did truly 
riſe again from tbe Dead; hat the three Perſons of the 

Trinity are co- equal and co- eternal, that the Scriptures are 
ſufficient fof Salvation; that ſuch and fuch are the 
Names of all the Books that-ought to be received as Cano- 


nical, &C. is certain, and the Expoſition eannot be ſaid 
here to be undetermined; becauſe indeed the Text is not 
capable of different ſenfes. I would fain know what 
Ambiguity and Uncertainty theſe Words, for inſtance. 
are ſuſceptible of, either in themſelves, or according 
to the Biſhop's Expoſition: * The Romiſh Doctrinè 
concerning Purgatory, Pardons, 'Worſhipping of 


| © Images and Reliques, and vocation of Saints, is 


* a fond thing, Cc. It is a thing plainly repugnant 


'©to the Word of Gods, to have Publick Prayer in 


the Church, or to miniſter the Sacraments; in 2 
tongue not underſtood of the People. Tranſub- 


ſtantiation is repugnant to the plain Words of 
Scripture, overthrows the nature of a Sacrament, 


c. The Cup of the Lord is not to be denied to 


_ ©the Lay. People. It is Lawful for Biſhops, Prieſts and 


©Deacons, to Marty. The Queens Majeſty has the 
* chief Power in this Realm of England, and other het 
* Dominions, unto whom the chief Government of all 


Eſtates of this Realm, whether they be Eccleſiaſticalor | 
Civil, in all Cauſes doth appertain, and is not, nor 


© ought to be ſubject to any Foreign Juriſdiction, & . 
( 2.) It is then obſervable, that the Expoſition of the 


Articles is ſuitable to the Nature and Expreſſions of the 
Articles themſelves. Thoſe Expreſſions that imply a 
fixed and determined Senſe, are expounded to 
that Senſe. But when the Words of the Arti- 


cles leave ſomething (of that which is ſpoken 
of) in a certain generality, the Expolition 
ſhews what are the Senſes that may be included in 


that generality, and doth not reſtrain the Articles to 


the one, ſo as to exclude the other. If the Expoſitor 
be to be reprehended, it muſt be then either on 1 
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the Anicles never leave any thing (char they! geat 
of) undetermined, or becauſe an Expoſition ſhould de. 
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termine what is not fixed in the Text. As to the firſt, | 
will any body ſay that the Articles never leave an 
thing unſixed or undecided ? The firſt Article, that 
treats of the Holy Trinity, aſſerts that in the Unity 
of the Godhead there be three Perſons, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt : But doth it determine or mention 
any thing of the Manner how this is? Doth it at all 
meddle with the ſubtile Excogitations of this or that 
Doctor? The Seventeenth Article, which is concer- 
ning Predeſtination, ſays, with the Scripture, that 
God has predeſtinated ſome to be made like the Image 


ol his Only-begotten Son: But it doth not lay doẽõon 


that it was without any regard to his Fore-xnowledg, 
or that it imports otherwiſe than this, that God has. 
decreed that all thoſe who perſevere in the Obedi- 


| ence of the Precepts of the Goſpel ſhall be ſaved, 


and all thoſe who wilfully continue impenitent ſhall 


be damned; that is not touched in the Article, far 
from being determined, altho it may be probable 
that moſt of the Compilers were of Calvins Opinion, 
(as to that Doctrine, ) but here they ſhewed their 
Moderation. Which is ſo obvious, that in the King's | 


Declaration prefixt before the Articles, His Majeſty 
obſerves; not only that theſe Matters are, as he thinks, 


generally (or in general terms) ſet forth in Scripture, 


but that the Meaning of the Articles of the Church 
of England (that is to fay, in ſuch particulars 
as aforeſaid,) is alſo general, and that therefore 


Alen of all ſorts take the Articles to be for them, which 
He is very far from finding fault with. And even 


as to the Third Article; is there any thing decided, 
concerning our Saviour's Deſcent into Hell, more 
than in the Creed, or Act. 2, 31? It is indeed a» 


greed, the Articles are to be taken in the Literal 
and Grammatical Senſe, But then there may be 


. feveraF 


- 
#* 2 


ſeveral Literal and Grammatical Senſes of Chriſt de- 
ſcending into Hell, &c. Now, that an Expoſition 
ſhould determine what is not fixed in the Text, no 
Body will pretend, nor can with any colour of Rea- 
Don en, 
4.3.) To be able to paſs a found Judgment both 
on the Articles, and his'/Lordſhip's Expoſition (which 
exactly agrees with the Nature, Deſign and Meaning 
of the Articles, ſo that if the Articles be juſtified, the 
Expoſition mult, ipſo facto, be ſo too) it is neceſſary 
to remark, that what is intended by the Doctor as 
a reproach to the Expoſition (and conſequently muſt 
be ſo to the Articles, if the Articlescare expreſt in 
that generality as is aſſerted be the Expoſitor,) is, fo 
far as it is true, the greateſt encomium that could have 
been imagin'd on either of them. The Expoſition, 
ſays the Doctor, has made the Articles a Noſe of 
Wax. The plain meaning of which bugg-bear word 
is neither more nor leſs than this; that, the Expoſitor 
pretends, ſome Articles are ſo worded as to leave 
_ {ome Differences undetermin'd, ſo that Men of diffe-: 
rent Opinions may take the Articles to be for them, and 3 
ſo may give their Aſſent to the Articles. We have 
ſne vn, all is not left undetermin'd z but what was to 
be poſitively aſſerted, is poſitively aſſerted and exprefly - 
determined. But then, whereas ſome things are ex- 
Yeſt only in general terms, we may; if we confi- 
der it, eaſily obſerve that it was fit thoſe things 
Gould be no further determined by the Compilers 
of the Articles. There are fome things above the 
ordinary comprehenſion of Mankind, and ſome 
things above the comprehenſion of all Men; there 
ate ſome Matters fo abſtruſe and difficult, that wiſe 
Men, who believe them, yet think it is not abſo- 
lutely impoſſible that thoſe things ſhould be other- 


— 


I wo than themſelves opine they are; there are ſome 
be. | _Ppvints, which may be true, and yet are not abſo. 
ra |  Tuicly” neccllary to Salvation, on the account of 
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ubich therefore tis not fit to cauſe a Schiſm; many 
Queſtions relating to Matters of Divinity are leſt un- 
decided in Scripture; and yet the Spirit of the Age 
may poſſibly be given needleſſy or uncharitably to 


contend about ſuch things as theſe ; if fo, what fit- 


ter method can be taken, than ro ſhew whar gene- . 


rality theſe things are left in in Scripture, or to de- 
termine what the Scripture plainly determines and 


what is moſt certain, and to leave undecided what 


the Scripture leaves undecided concerning them, and 


then oblige Clergymen to keep to theſe terms, in 


order to conſerve the Pearce of the Church, and ra 
avoid Publick Differences and Controverſies ? In 


good troth, would the Doctor defire that ſo mo- 
derate a Church as ours is eſteem'd to be, ſhould 


abſolutely decide that Chriſt went locally into the 
Lake of Fire and Brimſtone ; that whatſoever Cal- 
vin has aſſerted concerning Predeſtination, is true, 
and the like; and ſhould make a Schiſm with and 
actually divide from all other Chriſtians, who are of 


2 different Sentiment as to theſe particulars? That 


were wilfully co cauſe Diviſions without need, and 


FPoonſequently to be expreſly guilty of Schiſm. And 
- - If it is not Calvin that muſt be blindly followed, who 


elſe are they whom the Doctor is willing to keep 
Communion with? He's not himſelf the Catholick 


Church? Perhaps he would approve of the Luibe- 
rans, and excommunicate Calviniſts; and doth he 


really think the Articles exclude them? Howbeit, 


. Which way ſoever he takes, he muſt either anathe- 


matize the moſt part of thoſe who lived inour Church 


in the beginning of the Reformation, or the moſt, 
part of them that are come after. It were better to 
give to both their due Praiſes. But if the Expoſition 


and the Articles of the Church, ſuch as now they 
are, muſt be ſaid to be a Noſe of Wax, becauſe ſome of 


chem do not expreſſy determine whatſoever they 255 
. 92 I = * 4, 1 £8" Fi if 15 a 9277 — 6 ©. bs . of 


« | FE 7 1 » 


&. 


ny 
W 
ge 
0 
lit- 
Ws. 
le- 
nd 
lat 
nd 
in 
to 
In 
3 
Id 
he 
72 
e, 
2d 
of 
at 
Id 


1d 


10 


of, then is Scriptüre to a Noſe of Wax, and Roman 
Catholicks have exceeding good reaſon ſo to term it, 


when we refuſe to take'in, as a Supplement thereto, 
their Traditions and Deciſions. But what if he that 


dictated the Scripture thought fit that ſome things, 


and conſequently Mens Judgment concerning them, 
ſhonld not be determin'd ? Then ſurely they that 
have any Veneration for the Scripture, will notfay that. 
the Articles, on the account that they leave fuch 
things undetermin'd, deſerve to be compared to no- 
thing but a Noſe of Wax, or that the Expoſition of 
the Articles ſhould, upon the fame account, be faid to 
be % and hovering; - VT. 2s 

( 4.) As to that which is added, that his Lord- 
ſhip's Expoſition is no Expoſition at all; no more need 
to be aid, than what has been obſerved, that as the 
Articles are, ſo is the Expoſition, full of Moderation, 
and fo conſonant to Scripture as (like that) to leave 
fome things in a generality and undecided. ; And. 
herein it ſhews it felf to be a true and exact 
Expoſition, Which it were not if it went off of 
the Articles, and determined more than they 
determine, for then it would be a Confutation 
of the Articles rather than an Expoſition; But 


if the Meaning or Expreſſions of ſome of the, Ar- 


ticles are general, then indubitably that is a 


good Expoſition that ſhews that they are fo, inti- 


mates how far that generality extends, and leaves 


Men the Liberty of Judging, as the Articles allow 


*( 5+ ] But then, the Doctor asks, is not the Do- 
ctrine of the Church in the Clouds, for where there 
is only Ambiguity and Uncertainty, there is no Truth ? 
I an{wet ; the Doctrine of the Church, as far as is 
neceſlary, is plain and expreſs enough both in the 
Articles and in the Expoſition of them. And even 
in thoſe things which ſhe would not too poſi- 
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0 tirel determine in her Articles, one may ſee to 
x what ſide the Church inclined moſt, when the Ar- 
ticles were compiled; as in cafe Articles had been 
made on the ſame Heads, by ſome Divines of the 
| Greek Church, tho? with never ſo great a deſire not 
to fright away Calviniſts from their Communion, 
yet no doubt it would be conſpicuous enough what 
their Opinions were. Howbeit, on the other hand, 


tis certain the Truth is compriſed in (or by) general 
terms, for there whoſoever will confider may find it 
| Jo far as is neceſſary, and there are ſome Truths, as 
Has been obſerved, which it is fit in Articles of Com- 
munion to expreſs only in generaail. 
II. According to that may of Expounding the Articles, 
Unitarians and Papiſts may interpret the Articles in a ſenſe 
conſiſtent with their Errors. To this it may be an- 
ſwered, | got; „ ee 
(I.) As long as the Rowan Catholicks thought 
they might with a good Conſcience joyn with us, 
our Church admitted them. It was the Pope altoge- 
ther that made the Schiſm, and finally forbade them 
our Aſſemblies. | „ 
(2.) If Papiſt: were to ſubſcribe our Articles, 
Pray, what Senſe could they make of the Articles 1 
have quoted, which concern them? | | 
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3.) To fay that Men (in whatſoever Manner 

they explain the Doctrine of the Trinity, ſo far as it 
is poſſible to be explain d,) are Unitarians, and yet be- 
lieve three Perſons in the Godhead; is the ſame Con- 
tradiction as to hold, that cue and three is the ſame 
III. Equi voc ating is, by that Expoſition, neceſſarily al- 
Tow'd'ef, and juſtified. I anſwer, © 

There is no Equi vocating in the Caſe z if a thing be 

left undetermin'd, Men may hold either fide of the 
Queſtion without offence. For inſtance, the Scrip- 
ture determines nothing of the Syſtems of Prolomy, 
Ticbo-Brahe, or Copeuich 3 (tho! it may be probable 
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the Sacred Writers might eſteem, with the vulgar, : 
that the Sun turns roun 


about the Earth ; howbeit, . 
no body will ſay it was ever the deſign of the Holy 
Ghoſt co Teach Men Aſtronomy, and oblige chem to 


believe that juſt ſo Phenomena are to be explained 


and no otherwiſe: ). Why, then, Men are not bound 


to one Syſtem more than to another; and to admit 
and lay down this in the Premiſſes, and after wards 


from thence conclude that thoſe do equivocate who 
ſpeculate either the one or t'other way while they 
profeſs an unreſerved veneration for and ſubmiſſion 
to Scripture, were ſuch a piece of arguing as no 
Sopbo- more in the Univerſity, but would be utterly 
aſhamed of. If any that ſubſcribe the Articles could 


be accus'd of equivocaring, it ſhould be thoſe that 


take them for Articles of Peace. All Subſcribers de- 
Elare their unfeigned aſſent to the Articles, and to all 
things therein contained, as being agreeable to the 
Word of God. And yet how many of the greateſt 


- Worthies of the Church have held, that the Mean- 
ing and Deſign of requiring Subſcription, was not 


t ro impoſe the Articles on any, as if thoſe Propoſi- 


tions ſhould be believed as Articles of Faith, but that 


the End of the Articles of the Church is to preſerve 
Order and Peace ? [Srillingfleet's Anſwer to ſeveral 
Treatiſes, occaſioned by a Diſcourſe concerning the Idolatry 
pradtis'd in the Church of Rome, &c. P. 269, & 270.] l 


confeſs I ever took the Subſcription to the Articles 
in that Senſe after the (late) Right Reverend Biſhop: 


Stillingfleet, and the current of the Divines of the 
Church of Eng/and, (moſt of the great Men and o- 


chers of our Clergy being of the Opinion of the 
' -Greeks concerning Predeſtination, and yet looking 


on the Articles as more eſpecially implying Calvin 8 
Doctrine;) I thought they knew beſt the Spirit and 
Intent of the Church, and I ſaw that this Mitigation - 
of theirs was never cenſured; I knew it is got ne- 


ceſſary to make a bukls for terms and expreſſions, ſo | 
ack, © 8 * * Is” T 1 ; Ie Es 1 ' ; 5 
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what is meant thereby be but allowable and good; 
and I was ſenſible it is in uſe among all Profeſſions - 
i to conſecrate ſome expreſſions and terms to a pecu- 
I Har Meaning and Intendment; I doubted not there- 
| fore but that Men of all ſorts and Opinions touching 
Predeſtination might equally with a good Conſcience 
ſubſcribe and aſſent to rhe Articles, as I ſaw it ge- 
j nerally practiſed, and the Practice maintain'd and 
Y allow'd of in the Church, divers Clergymen of the* 
1 greateſt note at every occaſion (both in Preaching 
. and Writing ) profeſſing they were not of Calvin d 
Sentiment, while others declared they were yet got 
| no further. There was then no equivocating here 
| neither, when People underſtood and ſufficiently no- 
| tified one anothers Meaning. But it muſt be own'd, 
there is yet leſs colour of reafon to accuſe of equivo- 
cating any of thoſe who Subſcribe the Articles, and 
do not prefer Calvin's Notions touching Predeſtina- 
tion; if it be remarked, as the Biſhop of Salzbury has 
done, that whatever were the Sentiments' of the Re- 
formers in that particular, they were ſo Moderate as to 
word this as well as ſome other Articles of the like 
nature in general terms. Indeed his Lordſhip may 
have gone too far, in denying the Articles can be ſub. 
- ſcribed as Articles of Peace; for (whatever might be 
at firſt intended) Uſe and the Living Church deter- 
mine in every Age what is then the Churches Senſe * 
and Deſign. Howbeir, all choſe who have the Spirit 
of Chriſtianity, and are Lovers of Peace, cannot roo 
much expreſs their acknowledgment to his-Lordſhip 
for his performance. For theſe will ſtrive and delight 
to let their Moderation be known to all Men, and to 
bave their Terms of Communion as comprehenſive 
as poſſible, who aſſuredly believe that the guilt (or 
being wilfully the needleſs Cauſe) of Schiſm is damna- 
ple, and ſhall indubitably be eternally puniſhed in Hell. 
IV. The Expoſitor's way of dealing with the Articles, 
ſeems to be a tgery ſevere Reflection on our firſt Reformer s. L 
ee 0 
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held alſo to have been Infallible? 4. 
( 2: ) I have ſhewn that this very thing 


is moſt honourable to them, and is their greateſt Ju- 


ſtification. The Doctor asks; could not the Reformers 
Vrxite Senſe; did they Study, by a deſigned obſcuri- 


ty, to perplex Mens Minds, and did they allow of E- 
quivocating? The Biſhop replies; Our Refor mers were 


Wiſe and Good Men, who ſecuring the Eſſentials f 
Religion, laid not too great a ſtreſs on other Matters, 


and yet did what in them lay: ta prevent not only di- 
viding, but even differing or ſcandalouſſy contending 
about them 4 wherefore, according to their Wiſdom 
and Moderation, they purpoſedly contrived to Word 


ſuch Points in general Terms, in order to reconcile 


or keep united together all Parties, and they charged 


them to aquieſce in that generallity, (leaving every 
Man's Judgment free, ) and ſo to maintain the Peace 
of the Church. Now, in good deed, what doth the 
Doctor think ? Our Reformers, in determining only 
what the Scripture has determined, (for expreſly re- 


jecting all the Tenets of Popery, they go not beyond 


_ Scripture, ſeeing that, according to the Principles of 
Proteſtants, the meer ſilence of Scripture, as to thoſe 


new Inventions, is ſuthcient Teſtimony, if there were 


no other; that they are no Articles of the Chriſtian 
Religion,) and leaving undetermin'd what the Scri- 


pture has not decided; did they forget that there a: 
fuch a thing as Huth? But did the Holy Ghoſt, that 


dictated the Scripture, himſelf forget it? Could Ne not, 
or would He not make a ſufficieni Proviſions for the 
Truth ? And are Men Wiſer than God? Well, bu 
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| which is 
_ faid here to Reflect fo ſeverely on our firſt Reforwers, 


C.) Is it not ſufficient-to the Glory of the firſt | 
Reformers, that they be repreſented as excellent and . 
truly Apoſtolick Chriſtians, who many of them actu- 
ally did, and all were ready to ſeal the Truth with 
their Blood, and who held all Eſſentials uncorrupt and 
entire; I ſay, cannot all that ſuffice, except they be 
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1 35 , Sto be 
after all, if ſome of our Articles are not expreſt inn 
. general terms, and if Men of all forts. cannot take | 
em to be for them; what ! were they then intended 
At firſt as Articles of Peace? If ſo, it's well if the Do- 
Ctor fall not out with them and ſay, it may well ſeem 
to have been the Reformers Deſign, to teach Clergy- men 
the Art of Equivocating. But if they are neither gene- 
ral in any Matters 43 they treat of, nor Articles of 
Pease; then were the Compilers of them Infallible? 
If they were not Infallible, and yet Magiſterially de- 
cided and impoſed on Men's Judgment, as if they 
had been Infallible; did they not act inconfiſtently - 
with themlelyes, and contradict the Proteſtant Prin- 
Ciples, and overthrow the grounds of the Reforma- 
. tion, and were they not then truly Schiſmaticłks, and 
their Terms of Union Schiſinatical? And muſt all 
| thoſe, of our Clergy, be Equivocators, Diſſemblers, 
and Hypocrites, who are not Caluiniſts? Thus one 
may ſee who _ ſeverely on the Reformers, thoſe 
Who ſay that ſome of the Articles are general and 
that all are Moderate, according to Scripture it ſelf, 
or thoſe who deny it. ä 
V. A double Acception of our Articles, cannot be recou- 
eiled with avoiding all Ambiguities, which the Canons eu- 
preſiy require of Subſcribers. Now *tis to be obſerved, 
(. We muſt not put too rigorous an Interpreta- 
tion on what the Canons expreſſy require, except you 
would have what you ſay ſeem to be a moſt ſevere 
Reflection, not only on the Authors of the Canons 
and the Reformers, as has been ſhewn, but alſo on the 
greateſt Worthies oſ the Church of England. For 
hat will you ſay then for thoſe that take the Ar- 
ticles as Articles of Peace? How will you reconcile 
ſuch as Biſhop Stiſlingfleet with Conon 36? How will 
you clear them from Equivocating and Hypocriſie? 
1 There can be no other way, than to lay down, that 
It: ĩs the Deſign and End (in the groſs) of the Canons 
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Senſe ſo as not to be allow d to take them in any o- 


. ther, ) but without any Ambiguity Men of all ſorts 


may then warrantably take the Articles to be for 
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d that all Patticulars are to be conſtrued by that 
and by the avowed Principles of Proteſtants. 
(.) If ſome things in the Articles are expreſt on- 
iy in general terms, and fo are capable of a double 
or treble Acception, there is no Ambiguity at all usd 
by the Subſcribers, (ſeeing the Articles do not o- 
blige them to take thoſe Expreſſions in a determinate 
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(3.) The Ambiguity which the 36th Canon deſigns I 


to avoid, is in the Manner of the Subſcription-; (leſt, 
if it were left to the diſcretion of Subſcribers ro 
 chuſe their own Phraſes to ſubſcribe in, they ſhould 


make the End and Deſign of either the Canon or 


Articles void, ſo as that they ſhould be of no uſe * 
for the preferving Order and Peace, as, for inſtance, 


if the Subſcriber wrote, that that being a Formality, 


that every one was oblig'd to uſe, he ſubmitted to 
it, Oc. which might import that he took it as a 


Formality only, without any Conſequence, or that 


he did it unwillingly, and thought it hard to 


keep Men of different Sentiments, within bounds, 
as the Canons and Articles do:) this any ons 


may ſee, that reads the {aſt Paragraph of the Canon. 


VI. If the. Expreſſions of the Articles be equivocal and , 
doubtful, it cannot be ſaid, as it is in the Title prefixt before 


- them, that they were agreed yn for the avoiding” of 
Diverſities of Opinions. I aniwer, | 1 


(1.) We have ſhewn that it cannot be faid; that 


the Articles in general are expreſt in words that the 
Doctor calls equivocal and doubtful. , ( Howbeir, 


what are general Expreſſions, will eaſily be diſcerned 


to be ſuch, whatever the Doctor or, any body elſe 
pleaſe co ſay to the contrary.) But moſt of the Ar- 


ticles have a determinate fignification, and cannot be 


_ taken in any other; and fo they may well ſerves 
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prevent Diverſities of Opinion, in the moſt rigorous ſenſe, 
as to thoſe Points which they fix and determine. 

(.) The Articles were chiefly intended, as Bp. Stil- 


lingfleet obſerves in the place which we have quored of 
him, to be in the groſs a Bulwark againſt the Church 


of Rome, becauſe the Reformation could not have been ef- 
fected, if perſons bad been allowed to Preach and Officiate, 
in the Church, in a way contrary to the Deſign of ſuch a 
Reformation. And truly they effectually obviate 
Clergymen Preaching Popery. For I know very few 
that will ſay Papifs may interpret the Articles, in a 
Senſe conſiſtent with their Errors. & jo 
(3) Even as to thoſe Points, which in the Articles 


are expreſt in general terms ; thoſe very words, and 


that generality, were intended, and are exceeding 
proper, to avoid or prevent Diverſities of Opinions, that 
is, to hinder Clergymen from Scandalizing the 


Church with Diſputes, from offending tender Con- 
ſciences with Conteſts, and from making a perpe- 


. tual Buſtle wich their Differences and particular 


Sentiments. For to that generality Clergymen are 


to keep, for Order and Union fake, and to main- 


rain the Peace of the Chriſtian Church, which in- 
dubitably will ſeem to all good Men a very deſirable 


thing, and for which therefore a great deal ought 
to be done, even all that may be done with a good 
Conſcience. But tis not to be imagined, that the 


Title of the Articles imports, that all Clergymen 
muſt abſolutely be of the very ſame Sentiment 


in the moſt minute Matters, and ig things that are 

no Where decided in the Word of God. It befits 
none but the (pretended) Infallibility of Rome to 
be ſo Imperious and Tyrannical. It is only for a 


Court of Inqui/7:ion to frame and impoſe Articles fo 


Arbitrary, and ſo inevitably laying a neceſſity of 
Diviſions and Schiſms, if Men will (according to 
the Proteſtant Principles and their undoubted Obli- 
_ gation) be guided by their own Judgment; for' 
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the molt inquiſitive and ſincere waer pats will 3 
always differ in ſome things. And it is ſurely a 
piece of Tyranny, more grievous and inhuman than 
that of the cruel Procruſtes, (as was obſerved by ſome 
Moderate Divines,) for any to endeavour to force 
others to be juſt of their Pitch and Size in Opi- 
nions. A more ready way to determine Con- 
troverſies, (ſays the Learned Dr. Barrow,) is for 
every one not to Preſcribe to others, or to per- 


12 ſecute, for then Men would more calmly ſee the 


w_— 


I vo Fa. & ' 0 CY. ED OY an { 
3: Sea | 


VS, 08 


ECC / TVT Both Ie 


2 F 
- 


„ #.. 
b 


Truth, and Conſent. Whereas Magiſterial Impoſi- 
tions may perpetuate ſonie Errors. It is ſufficient, 
for the maintaining of Order, to avoid Diverſties 
of Opinions, or Differences in the Church, and Con- 
teſts among Preachers; which our Articles, in the 
gen enerality in Which ſome are worded, do vey well 
erve for. 
VII. The Doctrine of the. Church, ought to be the 
Doctrine of the Clergy. NW. 
Ce.) The Religion of Proteſtants is the Bible, 
the Doctrine of the Bible is the Doctrine of the 
Church, and ſo the Doctrine of the Church 
-ought to be, and tis to be hop d is che e of 
the Clerg . 
(z.) Tho'a Tribunal of Inquiſition were 046 | 
bliſhed, perpetually to aſſiſt the Underſtanding of 
Clergymen, and to move their Hearts, ever to 
| keep cloſe without the leaſt variance to all the 


Articles, yet the Judgment of the Clergy cotild 4 


not be thereby determined to either tide of a 
Queſtion, which the Church has not decided; 

nor ſhould Clergymen be obliged to let their Faith 
be ſway'd by what might otherwiſe appear to have 
been the firſt Reformers particular Sentiments. I 
ever underſtood. the Doctrine of the Holy Trini- 
ty according to St. Auſtinꝰs Explication, and I ſhould 
not hold my felf obliged to alter my Belief, tho” 
| 1 were n Fred that all the Proteſtant 
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Martyrs underſtood it of three Minds, or three © 


Infinite Spirits, Which yet it isprobable none of them 
Sid. It is of no greater concernment to the 
4+ Clergy, whether or no they that compiled the Ar- 
# ticles were Calvinifs: Let us but attend to what 
they propoſed to themfelves in the wart han 
of them, and ſo we may have both Truth an 
9 a 1 hope I have ſatisfactorily conſidered tbbe 
general Exceptions that have been made againſt 
My Lord of Sarum's Expoſition. It were to be 
wuiſhed that all People not only had proper Rules 
| to diftinguiſh betwixt Truth and Error, but would 
alſo be perſuaded to made a good uſe of them, not 
to act uncharitably, (which inconteſtably is a grand 
Error,) not to judge raſhly, without very care- 
ful and impartial Conſideration, not to expoſe 
the Proteſtant Principles; as if they were inſuf- 
ficient, or inconſiſtent with themſelves and unpra- 
| -* Eticable, and nor to think it a li 
oppoſe the Union of -Chriſtians, an 


| | t thing to 
the gentle 

| and comprehenſive Terms of Communion that are 

| ' agreeable to Scripture. God, to whom We mult 
' 


all give a juſt account, will decide whether we 
have done what in us lay, to diſcern the Truth. 
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